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[bookmark: _GoBack]Reasons for the fall of Roman Empire and the Chinese Qing dynasty
The Roman Empire and the Chinese Qing dynasty are remembered as well established authorities in the history. The governments eventually fell for various reasons both proximate and distal. The proximate causes of the fall of Qing dynasty, for instance include: (1) China lost the Opium war and was forced to surrender Hong Kong as well as being forced to limit taxes, open costal parts and allow extraterritoriality by Britain. (2) Occupation of the dynasty’s land by Europeans and Russians where provincial warlords started negotiating with foreigners, leading china to lose Korea in Sino8Japanese war. (3)Europeans were granted mining, trading and railroad building in areas where the dynasty had powers, weakening the dynasty’s powers. (4) The open door policy proposed by the US opened up the dynasty for the US, which disrupted its powers and its running. (5) The indemnity policy, which required the dynasty to pay for war damages. 
The distal factors for the fall of Qing dynasty include (1) The dynasty had many internal governmental incompetence such as corruption as well as peasant unrest. (2) The dynasty had long time of embarrassment and humiliation from external forces such as Britain. (3) The dynasty had a rapid population growth, which eventually led to shortages of food as well as regular famine. (4) The dynasty faced various rebellions, which weakened its relationship with subjects and losing military power, for example, the boxer rebellion, the white lotus rebellion, the Tai Ping rebellion. (5) The dynasty had weak leaders who either rejected reforms or had no power to make reforms, for instance, Empress Dowager Ci Xi and Emperor Guang Xu.
The distal causes of the fall of the Roman Empire were: (1) the division of the empire into two halves, the western and eastern empires was effective for only a short time and led to government drifts. (2) The empire faced economic decline after Marcus Aurelius for the empire stopped expanding, thus losing the supply of gold. (3) The empire faced civil wars that diverted the attention of the empire’s army exposing its boundaries for barbarian invasions. (4) The empire’s supply of slaves, whom it depended for labor declined in the second century. (5) Great migrations and entry of German tribesmen such as Goths also contributed greatly to the falling of the empire.  1) The military spent so many funds to protect the borders for a long time. (2) The subjects started refusing to volunteer for military service, forcing the government to hire mercenaries who were highly unreliable, expensive and eventually turned against the government. (3) The government was incompetent and corrupt, especially in choosing an emperor. (4) The authority of the empire started to decline and the emperor was never respected as a god of the people. (5) The emperor had constant conflicts with his senate, which was his assisting body. 

In comparing and contrasting the Rome and “warring states period” in China, the difference between the two is that geopolitically, china was more cohesive culturally and geographically as compared to Rome. While China fully assimilated non-ethic Chinese they invaded both biologically and culturally, the Rome only assimilated selected few and granted then citizenship. However, both were similar in terms of government incompetence, corruption and public unrest. Also, both attributed divine roles to the empires. 

Response to first post
First, I am impressed by a strong introduction followed by a well-organized presentation of the points. Secondly, I agree with the points presented on the causes of the fall of the Roman Empire. All the points presented contributed greatly in the fall of the empire. Also, the points presented on the fall of the Qing Dynasty are also valid and had substantial influence that led to the fall of the Dynasty. I agree with all these points for the fall of both empires because I came across all of them when I was researching for my paper, and they are also evident from the videos I watched. The only problem I noticed in this post is that the points were not separated as long-term and short-term, which I think, would make it easier to differentiate them. 
Response to the second post
I liked the overall presentation overall presentation of the points and arguments in this post as they are brief and straight to the point. The reasons for the fall of both the Roman Empire and Qing dynasty are well separated as long-term and short-term reasons, and in point form, which makes it easy to read and differentiate. I also agree with the points presented as reasons that led to the fall of both the Roman Empire and the Qing dynasty. This shows that you conducted in-depth research on the two empires and understood the causes for their fall. It is also evident that you watched and understood the videos explaining the fall of the two governments. 









